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VOLLEYBALL STAR 
GETS UNEXPECTED 
CHANCE AT EXTRA 
SEASON WITH GV
SEE A9
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CAR CATCHES FIRE ON 
ALLENDALE CAMPUS, 
DAMAGES SIX VEHICLES
SEE A3
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GV LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST SEXUAL 
VIOLENCE ON CAMPUS
SEE A7
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LAKERS SET TO OPEN 
GLIAC PLAY VS OHIO 
DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY
SEE A9 F0CUSIN6 ON FAITH: Former GVSU student Mohamed Mohamed prays in the Kirkhof Center. In past
years, the available interfaith space was a cubicle on the second floor of the building. GVL | archive SEE FAITH I A2
EMBRACING
RSITY
Interfaith space open 
house, Spiritual Life 
Fair focus on inclusivity
BY STEPHANIE BRZEZINSKI
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State University stu­
dent senate has been working on se­
curing a prayer room for all students, 
faculty and staff members to use. On 
Sept. 16, the senate will host an open 
house for the new space, immediately followed by 
the second annual Spiritual Life Fair.
Former student senate president Andrew Plague 
said the events will recognize the collaboration of the 
student senate with the faculty senate, the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute and other religious groups on 
campus. As the inclusive prayer and meditation task 
force, they pushed for the creation of an inclusive 
space for people of all faiths, Plague said.
“We decided that we really want to start 
the new year by making sure people know the 
space is there and to celebrate this accomplish­
ment,” he said. “I’m really committed to making 
it accessible to everyone.”
Plague said the Spiritual Life Fair is like a 
“miniature Campus Life Night” for faith and 
non-faith-based organizations to show students 
what they have to offer.
“What 1 hope people take away from the event
RELIGION DIV
CAMPUS
Homecoming theme announced
‘Once Upon a Laker’ features fantasy, fairy tales
TEAM SPIRIT: Students participate in the annual Grand Valley State University Homecoming lip sync competition. Homecoming activities will take place from Oct. 18 
to Oct. 24 and will feature a fantasy theme. This year’s committee members hope the theme will bring students together in a social environment. GVL I EMILY frye
BY LUCAS ESCALADA
LESCALADA@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State Univer­
sity Laker Traditions team has an­
nounced the 2015 homecoming 
theme: “Once Upon a Laker.” This 
year’s fantasy-filled event will take 
place from Oct. 18 through Oct. 24.
Sean O’Melia, student senate vice president for 
campus affairs, said the theme came out of a large, 
campus-wide meeting. He said it was important 
to involve every department, from housing and 
athletics to the Laker Traditions team. This way, 
the team would represent what every department 
wanted to get out of homecoming.
Deciding on one specific theme to represent the 
entirety of the university throughout homecoming 
was not an easy task. O’Melia said this year’s pro­
cess was both fun and efficient, so the homecoming 
team will probably use something similar next year.
“We decided to just get one group meet­
ing,” O’Melia said. “Just get all of our campus 
partners in one meeting, and it took us only 
about an hour or so.”
Some of the scrapped ideas included a “Back 
to the Future” theme, since 2015 is the year 
Marty McFly and Doc Brown visited in the sec­
ond film. O’Melia said another idea was a more 
traditional GVSU and Laker theme, but that 
also did not make the cut.
“Once Upon a Laker” is a purposely vague 
theme, said Caitlin Perlotto, homecoming co­
coordinator. Any group and member involved 
with homecoming can take the theme in the 
direction they want.
“[The theme] encompasses anything from 
Disney, Game of Thrones, fantasy, fairy tales,” 
Perlotto said. “Anything like that is considered 
‘Once Upon a Laker.’”
Most of the organizational parts of planning 
homecoming have already been taken care of,
Perlotto said. The team is currently focusing on 
completing the scavenger hunt. Assembling all the 
items that participants will need through home­
coming can also take some time. She is also look­
ing for judges for the various competitions that will 
take place throughout homecoming week.
Both O’Melia and Perlotto said it is important 
for students to get involved with homecoming. Per­
lotto emphasized the unique social environment 
that homecoming presents to students.
“It’s a great way to get to know a lot of people 
on campus, not only in your living center,” Perlotto 
said. “There’ll be Greeks, there’ll be housing, there’ll 
be student organizations there, and it’s great to get 
to know people that you may not necessarily see ev­
ery day in your classes.”
Since there are so many different groups and 
organizations involved with homecoming, Perlotto 
said it can be difficult to bring them all together.
SEE HOMECOMING | A2
STUDENT LIFE
Campus Life Night 
rescheduled twice
BY AUDRA GAMBLE & MEGHAN MCBRADY
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
ue to inclement weather 
on Tuesday night, Cam­
pus Life Night was moved 
to Saturday, Sept. 12. 
Originally, the event 
was moved to Sunday, Sept. 13, but 
was rescheduled an additional time 
to accommodate Jewish students 
celebrating Rosh Hashana, the Jew­
ish new year.
“Grand Valley State University 
prides itself and strives to be an inclu­
sive community,” said Julie Lowenthal, 
a Jewish GVSU student. “Even though 
the previous time did not affect anyone 
but the Jewish students, it went against 
what GVSU works so hard to do - be 
inclusive. I was happy they changed 
(the time) because it showed that 
GVSU is flexible and willing to work 
with diverse groups to be inclusive.”
The annual student organization 
fair, put on by the Office of Student 
Life, will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. and 
will take place in parking lot H across 
from the Mary Idema Pew Library. 
This will be the first year the event 
will happen in the new location. In 
past years, Campus Life Night oc­
curred near the Fieldhouse.
Kellie Pnacek-Carter, the assistant 
director of event planning at GVSU, 
said the event had to be rescheduled 
the first time because of a bad weather 
forecast for Tuesday evening.
“There (was) a 100 percent chance 
of severe weather beginning around 4 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Tuesday),” Pnacek- 
Carter said.
She also indicated that the new lo­
cation benefits the nearly 400 organiza­
tions that are scheduled to participate 
in the Saturday night event. The stu­
dent clubs, the Panhellenic commu­
nity, nonprofit organizations and local 
businesses are allowed to bring vehicles 
- such as buses, cars, trucks and boats
SEE LIFE NIGHT | A5
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WOMEN IN SCIENCE CAREER PANEL
Women working within the science fields in the West 
Michigan area will be joining forces to talk at a public 
group panel.
Hosted by the Association for Women in Science - 
West Michigan (AWIS-WM). the Women in Science Career 
Panel will also give attendees the chance to network with 
both students and professionals in the STEM fields.
Panel members include Dr. Mary Winn, bioinformat­
ics at Van Andel Research Institute; Dr. Amanda Ayala, 
pediatric physiatrist at Mary Free Bed; LeShell Palmer, 
radiation therapy at Grand Valley State University; Dr.
Figen Mekik, geology at GVSU; Kristen Murphy, archi­
tectural acoustics at Acoustics by Design; and Dr. Leah 
Chase, neurobiology at Hope College.
The event is set to take place from 5 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. on Sept. 10 at the DeVos Center in the 
Loosemore Auditorium.
YOU BEAUTIFUL BLACK WOMEN HOSTS PICNIC
The Grand Valley State University student organization 
You Beautiful Black Women will hold its annual Back to 
School Picnic from noon to 4 p.m. on Sept. 12. The event is 
held on the lawn near the Performing Arts Center.
Everyone is welcome to attend. The organization 
will provide free food, prizes, raffles, games and inflat­
able activities.
YBBW hosts many events throughout the year 
including the Hair Show, Martin Luther King Jr.
Celebration Dinner, A Beautiful Week in Color and the 
Women’s Conference.
For more information, contact ybbwbeta@gmail.com.
ONE-MILLION-YEAR-OLD MONKEY FOSSIL FOUND
A Grand Valley State University professor and alumni 
student along with an international team of scientists 
recently uncovered a fossil representing a species of 
monkey that is more than one million years old.
The team of scientists found the one-million-year-old 
fossil ingrained within a limestone rock. Previous to this, 
the same team discovered a fossil tibia (shin bone) of an 
extinct monkey species called the Antillothrix bernensis.
GVSU was represented on the team with the help of 
Melissa Tallman, assistant professor of biomedical sci­
ences, and 2014 alumna Andrea Morrow.
For more information, contact Tallman at (616) 331- 
3603 or tallmame@gvsu.edu.
ECONOMIC GROWTH ON THE DECLINE
Research done by a Grand Valley State University 
professor shows that economic grown in the West 
Michigan area slowed significantly during the end of the 
summer season.
Brian G. Long, director of supply management 
research in the Seidman College of Business, based his 
findings on data that was collected during the final two 
weeks of August.
. Long’s research shows that while the economy in 
West Michigan continues to grow, it is still slower than 
the data presented in the month of July. Areas of decline 
include employment, production and purchases.
For more information, contact Long at (269) 323-2359.
GRAND VALLEY NAMED TOP MIDWEST UNIVER­
SITY
The U.S. News & World Report chose Grand Valley 
State University as a top university, recognized for hav­
ing the best value in the Midwest. In the Best Colleges 
2016 publication, GVSU appeared in third place for the 
"Top Public Regional Universities in the Midwest” cat­
egory and 14th for “Best Value in the Midwest.”
The university was also awarded 26th in the ” Best 
Regional University" category and 46th for the “Best in 
Undergraduate Engineering” programs category. GVSU 
was chosen because of its high graduation and retention 
rates, numbers of alumni working in state and ability to 
keep college tuition relatively low in comparison to other 
Michigan schools.
For more information about the university’s qualifica­
tions, go to www.gvsu.edu/accountability.
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CONTINUED FROM A1
is that Grand Valley is committed to pro­
viding resources for students to practice 
their faith,” Plague said. “Grand Valley 
understands that religion is important to 
many on campus. The university is mak­
ing it easier for them to practice”
Jesse Bernal, GVSU president of 
Inclusion and Equity, Katie Gordon, 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute program 
manager and a few students will speak 
during the event.
Gordon said she will speak about ef­
forts they have made for community 
interfaith in Grand Rapids. She said the 
open house and fair will show “a push for 
GVSU to be intentionally inclusive of all 
traditions on campus.”
She emphasized Plagues point that ev­
eryone, no matter their faith, is welcome 
to the open house and fair.
“The inclusive prayer and medita­
tion space is for absolutely anyone of 
any background or tradition,” Gordon 
said. “We want to provide space for 
positive engagement across difference, 
and using interfaith as a starting point 
can be a powerful way to bring people 
together. We seek not to agree, but to 
better understand one another.”
Another member of the task force was 
Karen Gipson, chair of the executive com­
mittee of the university academic senate. 
Gipson said the executive committee and 
the task force have accomplished their 
initial goals of creating a prayer space, but 
there is still work to be done.
“There is still a need for ongoing in­
volvement and improvements to the
space - a foot-washing station, a larger 
space, etc. There’s been some talk of 
transitioning the task force into a regu­
lar committee or perhaps a focus group 
under the Division of Inclusion and 
Equity,” Gipson said. ” I’m very excited
for the open house next week, because I 
hope that it will bring together people of 
various faith and non-faith traditions to 
share stories and build understanding of 
both commonalities and differences.”
INCLUSIVE: Grand Valley State University is set to open a new prayer room on Sept. 16. The 
second annual Spiritual Life Fair will immediately follow the opening. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
HOMECOMING
CONTINUED FROM A1
She said helping everyone cooperate 
into one smooth event is the most dif­
ficult thing to accomplish.
“We have to go through lots of dif­
ferent processes to do certain events,” 
Perlotto said. “Through buildings, 
through departments, through dona­
tions and everything like that.”
While the homecoming process can 
be tiring and complicated, O’Melia said 
it is extremely rewarding. He admits it
is difficult to help every organization get 
on the same page, but that task can help 
create special bonds.
“I’m sure there are some people who 
may not have connected until they got 
in their lip-sync team and practiced 
for hours and hours,” O’Melia said. 
“I think those memories are the best 
things to see out of people.”
Perlotto said it is great to see so 
many different people come together 
to demonstrate their passion for GVSU. 
While there is a competition aspect to 
homecoming, she said the event is really 
about showing love for the university.
FANTASY: The theme for the 2015 GVSU home­
coming is, "Once Upon a Laker.” GVL I EMILY FRYE
ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, IL 
IN 1983 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA 
AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.
8" SUB SANDWICHES
All of my sandwiches are I inches of homemade 
french bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & 
cheese I can buy! We slice everythin; fresh daily in this 
store! It tastes better that way!
#t pepe”
Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese, 
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original)
#2 BIG JOHN
Medium rare choice roast beef. mayo, 
lettuce A tomato.
#3 TOTALLY TUNA"
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce 1 tomato. 
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional)
#4 TURKEY TOM”
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
The original (Sprouts* optional)
#5 VITO”
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone. 
capicola. onion, lettuce, tomato. & a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)
^TrtlWY lOHjy,
11Since
C^D’S
#6 THE VEGGIE
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato l mayo. (Truly a 
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only. Sprouts* optional)
J.J.B.L.T.*
■aeon, lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(My l.l.T. rocks)
★ SIDES ★
* Soda Pop
* Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie
* Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle
* Extra load of meat
* Extra cheese or extra avocado spread
ORDER ONLINE 0 JIMMYJOHNS.COM
FREEBIES (SOBS C CLUBS ONLY)
Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber, 
hot peppers. Dijon mustard, yellow mustard, 
oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts*.
SUMS’
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce
SUM I Ham & cheese 
SUM 2 Roast beef 
SUM 3 Tuna salad 
SUM 4 Turkey breast 
SUM 5 Salami, capicola. cheese 
SUM 6 Double provolone
Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread.
OIllVERY ORDERS will include a 
delivery charge per item.
THE J.J. 
GARGANTUAN”
The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa 
salami, sliced smoked ham. capicola. 
roast heel, turkey t provolone. 
jammed into one ol our homemade 
French buns, then smothered with 
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our 
homemade Italian vinaigrette
OK, $0 MY SUBS REALLY AREN'T GOURMET AND 
WE RE NOT FRENCH EITHER. MY SUBS JUST TASTE 
A LITTLE BETTER, THAT'S ALL! I WANTED TO 
CALL IT JIMMY JOHN'S TASTY SANDWICHES, BUT 
MY MOM TOLD ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET. 
REGARDLESS OF WHAT SHE THINKS, FREAKY FAST 
IS WHERE IT'S AT. I HOPE YOU LOVE 'EM AS MUCH 
AS I DO! PEACE!
wE PREFER DO ****
*VvoU CALL. # “ ppEN!
GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous 
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order!
#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB
1/4 pound ol real wood smoked ham. 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo!
#8 BILLY CLUB1”
Choice roast beet, smoked ham. provolone cheese.
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB”
Genoa salami. Italian capicola. smoked ham, 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo t our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(Order it with hot peppers)
#10 HUNTER’S CLUB1”
I lull 1/4 pound ol medium rare roast heel, 
provolone. lettuce, tomato & mayo.
#11 COUNTRY CLUB”
Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham. 
provolone. and tons ol lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(I very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)
#t2 BEACH CLUB” ® $8f
fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo!
#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB ”
Double provolone. real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, lettuce, tomato t mayo. (Try it on my 
7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie sandwich 
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional)
#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB”
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato i mayo.
An American classic!
#15 CLUB TUNA”
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one 
has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone. 
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional)
#16 CLUB LULU”
Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato 
t mayo. (JJ s original turkey l bacon club)
#17 ULTIMATE PORKER*
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato t mayo! (This one rocks!)
WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN’S!"*
AIIwvkUU, mi 4*401
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GV stays sustainable with rainwater-powered sprinklers
SUSTAINABILITY
HELPFUL HYDRATION: There are several locations across the Allendale Campus where environmentally friendly sprinklers are placed. These sprinklers utilize rainwater and are located at the Kelly Family Sports 
Center, Mackinac Hall, the James H. Zumberge Hall and the Meadows golf club. Many buildings on campus are designed as LEED certified, which means they are green buildings, courtesy I metro connection
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM
ne of the many ways Grand Val­
ley State University continues 
to maintain its environmentally 
friendly status is through the use of 
campus sprinklers, which use rain­
water, rather than Allendale Township water.
James Moyer, associate vice president 
for facilities planning at GVSU, explained 
that the “green” sprinklers operate by us­
ing rainwater runoff, which is later recy­
cled back through the irrigation system.
Moyer said there are several different 
locations on campus where these sprin­
klers are put to use.
“At the Kelly Family Sports Center (KFSC), 
storm water from the site is collected into a 
pond located near the stadium, which is then
used to irrigate the football practice field,” 
Moyer said. “We also have two collection tanks 
at the 2008 Mackinac Hall addition which ir­
rigate the area around portions of the hall.”
In addition to the KSFC and the 2008 
Mackinac Hall addition, Moyer said the 
environmentally friendly sprinklers are 
also placed by the James H. Zumberge Hall 
and the Meadows golf club.
“The James H. Zumberge Hall collects water 
from both rain and irrigation, which is then re­
cycled for irrigation of the area near the pond, in­
cluding the library,” Moyer said. “The storm wa­
ter management system near the television tower 
collects water, which flows to the golf course and 
is used to irrigate portions of the course.”
Robert Brown, assistant director for facilities 
planning, said GVSU has been using rainwater 
to power its sprinklers for seven years now.
“We have been using rainwater for sprin­
klers since 2008 when the KSFC was com­
pleted,” Brown said. “The concept was devel­
oped in conjunction with the design team as 
part of the LEED effort for the KFSC.”
LEED, which stands for Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design, is an 
organization devoted to recognizing and 
certifying buildings that are designed with 
environmentally friendly intentions.
Many of the buildings on campus - in­
cluding Mackinac Hall, the KSFC, the Mary 
Idema Pew Library and the James H. Zum­
berge Hall - have all been LEED certified.
Brown said that designing buildings on 
campus in accordance with LEED stan­
dards is another reason why GVSU is 
known for its energy-friendly reputation.
“In addition to employing strategies such 
as the pond at KSFC, Zumberge and rain gar­
dens to control the outflow of storm water 
from buildings and parking surfaces, we strive 
through our LEED efforts to make our build­
ings as energy efficient as possible,” Brown said. 
“We look to balance first costs of these efforts 
while maximizing energy savings. In other 
words, we attempt to employ strategies that give 
the university its biggest bang for its buck.”
Similar to the LEED certified buildings, the 
rainwater-powered sprinklers are ultimately a 
financial gain for GVSU as it is cheaper than 
using Allendale Township water, Brown said.
However, while plans for more LEED 
certified buildings are still underway at 
GVSU, Brown said there are no such plans 
to add more rainwater sprinklers.
“There are no other plans at this time that 
I am aware of,” Brown said. “This however 
does not preclude us employing such strate­
gies on future projects where the opportu­
nities may present themselves and it makes 
operational and financial sense to do so.”
POLICE
Multiple cars damaged after on-campus fire
DAMAGE: A car burns in lot K before emergency vehicles arrived. 
No one was injured by the flames, courtesy | Connor bolthouse
CLUES ACROSS
1.Recesses
6. Slanderous defamation 
12. Fruit phrase: Life is just ....
16. Undergraduate degree
17. A way of damaging
18. Indicates position
19. Equally
20. Manuscript (abbr.)
21. ___ Lanka
22. Thus
23. 4th tone of scale
24. Town or commune in France 
26. Sharp inclination
28. Watering holes
30. 1st state (abbr.)
31. Cattle genus
32. Type of American Indian
34. Before
35. Hairless
37. Hosts film festival
39. African tribe
40. Loud crowd noise
41. Quarter
43. Swiss capital
44. Sandhurst (abbr.)
45. Golfer Snead
47. Bachelor’s of Applied Science
48. A radio band
50. Assist in some wrongdoing
52. SW German state___ :
WUrttemberg 
54. Rosary component
56. Expresses surprise
57. Hot Springs state (abbr.)
59. Soak flax
60. Atomic #73
61. Exist
62. Megabyte
63. Energy in the form of 
waves or particles
66. Farm state (abbr.)
67. WWII flyer’s phrase: On........
70. Store fodder for preservation
71. Lubed
CLUES DOWN
1. Lowered in prestige
2. Turin river
3. Moves through water
4 Disappearing shade trees
5. Standard operating procedure
6. A shrill cry
7 Japanese apricot
8 Emergency Response 
Notification System (abbr.)
9 Sparta’s ancient rival city
10. The Ocean State
11. Jack-tar
12. Sleeveless Arab garments 
13 Abstains from food
14. Waxed finish
15. Conditions of balance
25. Cloud of interstellar dust
26. Turf
27. Political action committee 
29. Repentant act
11 HR Kins sana them
33. Salesman’s items 
36. Every
38. Neither
39. African nation
41. Hindu's creator god
42. The bill in a restaurant
43. Edict
46. Maritime
47. Small bright tropical fish 
49. Cockered
51. Mountain lakes
53. No longer alive
54. Unoriginal
55. Costly
58. Finger millet
60. Aaron Spelling’s child
64. Dekaliter
65. Initial public offering
68. Not out
69. Thou
BY HANNAH LENTZ
NEWS@LANTH0RN.COM
hortly after 4 p.m., a car 
fire was extinguished 
in parking lot K on the 
Grand Valley State Uni­
versity Allendale Campus 
on Wednesday, Sept. 9.
“The fire appears to have started 
in the engine compartment but that 
has not been confirmed,” said Bran­
don DeHaan, GVSU police captain. 
“The fire exposed five other cars to 
heat damage due to proximity.”
GVSU police reported that the fire 
caused noticeable damage to five other 
cars in the lot and caused black smoke 
to fill the sky near Laker Village.
“Allendale Fire (Department) re­
sponded to the scene and they were able 
to extinguish the flames,” DeHaan said.
Additionally, police closed off Calder 
Drive for 15 minutes to allow emergen­
cy vehicles easy access to the scene.
No individuals were injured by the 
flames.
“Police and emergency vehicles 
responded quickly to the scene,” De­
Haan said.
GVSU also issued a statement on 
the university website alerting stu­
dents to the fire’s containment and 
the damages caused shortly after the 
fire.
According to the GVSU 2014 an­
nual security and fire safety report, fire 
safety on the campuses of the university 
involves a variety of measures aimed at
prevention, education, enforcement, and 
ensuring safety for all students, faculty 
members, staff members and visitors. 
The office of housing and residence life 
works closely with other university de­
partments and local fire departments to 
promote fife safety through pfeveiitioh, 
education and enforcement programs.
Dial 911 for all emergencies, includ 
ing fire-related incidents. For monitor­
ing and recording purposes, report fires 
that have occurred to the Department of 
Public Safety Services at (616) 331-3255 
in Allendale or Pew Campus Security at 
(616) 331-6677 in Grand Rapids. Addi­
tional records are maintained by the of­
fice of housing and residence life at (616) 
331-2120 and the safety manager-facili­
ties services at (616) 331- 3083, and the 
Department of Public Safety Services.
EMERGENCY RESPONSE: The aftermath of the car fire in lot K. Five of the cars surrounding the fire were damaged. Black smoke also 
spread to Laker Village during the fire. The Allendale Fire Department was able to contain and extinguish the flames. GVL I EMILY frye
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Making room 
for other faiths
It’s time to focus on 
religious diversity
t’s no se­
cret that the 
vast major­
ity of students 
of faith on 
Grand Valley State Uni­
versity’s campus are some 
denomination of Christi­
anity. For years, this was 
physically represented 
on GVSU’s campus by 
the Cook-DeWitt Center, 
which, while technically 
not assigned to any par­
ticular religion, is set up 
like a church and holds 
offices for Christian stu­
dent organizations.
It is a huge step in the 
right direction for the uni­
versity to have the inter­
faith prayer and meditation 
room in the Kirkhof Cen­
ter. It is another good sign 
that GVSU is showcasing 
this relatively new space 
to students during the in­
terfaith space open house, 
which bleeds directly into 
an event that features all 
religious student organiza­
tions on campus.
The GVSU student sen­
ate has been working to cre­
ate the GVSU prayer room 
to increase religious oppor­
tunity on campus. We think 
that this is an important is­
sue for an organization that 
focuses on GVSU student 
success. With the majority 
of students living either on 
campus or close to campus, 
it is necessary to focus on 
things such as available re­
ligious spaces.
The senate will also be 
hosting the first Spiritual 
Life Fair where faith and 
non-faith-based organiza­
tions will show students 
what services and opportu­
nities they have to offer.
Not only has GVSU 
made sure to recognize 
a physical space on cam­
pus for non-Christian 
students, but they’ve also
made sure to think of the 
religious minorities when 
scheduling campus-wide 
programming.
After students became 
concerned about being un­
able to attend the rain date 
for this year’s Campus Life 
Night, the Office of Student 
Life postponed the annual 
event so as not to conflict 
with Rosh Hashana, the 
Jewish new year.
The holiday is one of the 
most important holidays 
of the year for the Jewish 
population, and heralds the 
time of year called the High 
Holy Days for practicing 
Jewish people. During Rosh 
Hashana, many students 
return home to spend time 
with their family, as well as 
to be able to attend religious 
services at their local syna­
gogues. The holiday starts at 
sundown on Sept. 13, mak­
ing it impossible for those 
affected students to attend 
Campus Life Night.
The move of the iconic 
beginning-of-the-year kick­
off event is an important one 
when thinking of religious 
inclusivity. On a campus 
that observes breaks that fall 
in line with Christian holi­
days, the move of an event 
due to a religious holiday 
that isn’t Christian is a small, 
yet powerful one.
The Lanthorn wants to 
commend GVSU on its ef­
forts to maintain religious 
inclusivity, even when it 
means having to adjust the 
schedule of a large event 
such as Campus Life Night 
or creating a new, conve­
nient space for various reli­
gious practices.
There’s still a long way to 
go for religious minorities 
at GVSU to feel completely 
at home, but these two ges­
tures are a promising start to 
the new academic year.
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his past week, I 
had the unfor­
tunate—albeit 
fascinating—ex­
perience of 
witnessing some “fire-and- 
brimstone”-style proselytizers 
surrounded by and being 
harassed by Grand Valley 
State University students 
near the Transitional Link on 
campus. Between classes, I 
stopped to observe some of
the interactions between these 
two groups, and although I 
could not stay very long or 
make out everything that was 
said, I was still left with a very 
negative impression of the 
whole proceeding.
I was upset by the manner 
in which the zealots chose to 
share their message (and even 
more by what I later heard sec­
ondhand about their remarks 
to students, although I cannot 
accurately reflect on those 
here as I did not witness them 
firsthand)., and I was equally 
appalled by the behavior of the 
students who chose to become 
engaged in the presentation 
(although, again, I could 
perhaps understand and sym­
pathize a little more with their 
actions given what I have since 
learned about the lecturers’ 
verbal harassment of students). 
The chaos, hatred and misun­
derstanding emanating from 
around the Transitional Link
struck me so profoundly that I 
knew I had to offer some com­
mentary on it somehow.
First, I would suggest that 
the method of holding signs 
condemning certain “sinners” 
to an eternity in hell is usually 
not the most effective method 
for garnering positive interest 
in your quest to save mankind. 
Although human depravity 
and the need for salvation 
are cornerstone beliefs of any 
legitimate branch of the Chris­
tian church, I believe that most 
Christians would also agree 
that the best way to go about 
discussing these serious topics 
is from a perspective of love 
and a shared humanity (e.g., 
we are ALL condemned if not 
for divine intervention), focus­
ing on God’s profound love 
evident in the means of salva­
tion which He has provided.
Instead, by concentrating 
from the onset on self-righ­
teously condemning other
peoples’ lifestyles, you are only 
going to isolate yourselves, 
push your audience away 
from you, and turn them off 
from your message. This is 
not to suggest that Christian 
churches should abandon the 
concepts of human depravity 
and hell, or attempt to placate 
their listeners by preaching 
that these topics are less seri­
ous than they actually are. But 
surely there are more loving 
and less “holier-than-thou” 
approaches to communicat­
ing this idea. It’s important for 
people preaching in this man­
ner to recall that, according to 
classic Christian theology, they, 
too, would be condemned to 
whatever demise they claim 
awaits non-Christians if not for 
divine intervention.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
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Give Greek life a chance
BY BRADLEY SCHNITZER
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
raternities and 
sororities have 
been in the news 
a lot lately, and 
the coverage 
has not been pretty. A lot of 
people seem to think that 
these organizations are simply 
exclusive clubs for rich, privi­
leged kids to party for four 
years. Others think that to be 
a part of one, you need to be a 
social butterfly. Sure, this may 
be the case at some colleges 
and universities, but in no way 
is every single chapter of every 
single Greek organization full
of outgoing, wealthy people.
Fraternities and sororities 
can be very divers^, and this 
is true at Grand Valley State 
University to a large degree. 
Hopefully by the end of this 
article, I can convince you 
to at least look at different 
Greek organizations.
Before coming to college, I 
barely even knew what a frater­
nity was. When I heard “frater- 
nityf I thought of polo shirts, 
brightly colored shorts and 
enormous parties. There was 
no way I was going to join an 
organization that put socializa­
tion as one of its main focuses. 
However, I gave Greek life a 
chance, and I ended up joining 
Delta Upsilon Fraternity. Since 
I joined, I’ve experienced more 
personal growth in one year 
than I have my entire life.
Not exactly a social but­
terfly? No need to worry.
Being involved in Greek 
life provides many opportuni­
ties to be social. From social 
events with other fraternities 
and sororities, to Homecom­
ing Week and Greek Week, 
you are constantly meeting
new people and almost being 
forced to interact with them.
I was a shy kid coming to 
college but because of all the 
socialization I’ve been forced 
into, I’ve naturally become 
better at talking to people.
Want to sharpen important 
real-world skills? Greek life 
has plenty of opportunities for 
that. Greek organizations are 
constantly planning socials, 
fundraisers and other chari­
table events.
Being a part of one of these 
organizations can provide 
opportunities to help plan and 
execute these events. You can 
learn how to communicate 
with members of your organi­
zation and outside organiza­
tions. For example, you could 
join an organization and end 
up being a finance chair. You’ll 
learn all about budgets, as well 
as maintaining and increasing 
an organization’s funds. These 
skills do translate to many 
fields in the world after college.
Worried about dues? Fear 
not. At first, it may seem 
daunting to have to fork over a 
couple hundred dollars every
semester for dues, but it is very 
possible. Greek organizations 
want as many new members 
as possible. If for some reason 
you don’t think you can afford 
it, you can usually negoti­
ate a payment plan of some 
sort. Money shouldn’t be the 
determining factor in joining 
a brotherhood or sisterhood, 
and most organizations under­
stand that. After all, that couple 
hundred dollars every semester 
is totally worth the experiences 
you will gain as a Greek.
Still not convinced about 
joining? Go through recruit­
ment anyways. Even if you 
don’t think you’ll end up 
joining a Greek organiza­
tion, go through the recruit­
ment process anyway. For 
fraternities, guys will go out 
to various fraternity houses 
and attend some sort of event 
planned by the fraternity that 
facilitates meeting the broth­
ers of that fraternity.
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU THINK GVSU FOCUSES ENOUGH ON RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY?
BRIANNA STEINER
"I think they focus a lot, even just changing the 
day we were going to do Campus Life Night. I 
feel it’s good they’re conscious of the different 
practices people are having.”
YEAR: Junior 
MAJOR: Writing 
HOMETOWN: Lowell, Michigan
RACHEL KRAWCHUK
“There’s a lot of different clubs and organiza­
tions, at least for Christianity. I don’t know too 
many other organizations with other religions."
YEAR: Junior 
MAJOR: Writing 
HOMETOWN: Romeo, Michigan
RYKER HUIZINGA
"I’m not involved in too many religious orga­
nizations on campus but I’ve seen and read 
things that indicate they’re trying to be more 
inclusive and reach out.”
YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Communications
HOMETOWN: Grand Rapids. Michigan
WYATT BROWN
“As far as I can tell, I’ve never run into another 
student complaining. I'd say they do a fair job.”
YEAR: Junior 
MAJOR: History 
HOMETOWN: Holland, Michigan
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Student senate reconvenes after summer break
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM
rand Valley
State Univer­
sity’s student
senate had their 
first meeting of 
the school year last week on 
Sept. 3 to discuss events for 
the fall 2015 semester.
I he senate is made up of
50 students, who each belong 
to one of seven committees. A 
president and executive vice 
president lead the senate while 
each committee has a vice 
president. The senate acts as the 
voice for all of GVSU’s students.
The first meeting consist­
ed of the president, execu­
tive vice president and each 
vice president giving their 
reports of what they hope
to happen in the school year 
and anything new that will 
be happening this year.
Maddie Cleghorn, presi­
dent of the senate, was first to 
give her reports. She voiced 
her enthusiasm about the new 
school year and about what the 
senate members could accom­
plish for the GVSU students.
“We have some cool future 
collaborative projects with the
Womens Center, the Commu­
nity Service Learning Center 
and GVPD,” Cleghorn said.
She is also excited about 
working closely with the 
Community Service Learning 
Center this y£ar to promote 
voter engagement, especially 
as 2016 is a presidential vot­
ing year. Cleghorn also had 
news about a new “student- 
driven” approach toward this 
years Battle of the Valleys.
“Were going to take a com­
munity approach this year,” she 
said. “Were going to try to get 
the hype up not just from stu­
dents but people around Allen­
dale and Grand Rapids too.”
Cleghorn is looking for­
ward to filling the spot of vice 
president for external affairs.
Jorden Simmonds, execu­
tive vice president of the senate, 
spoke next about each member 
getting their composites done.
Vice President of Educa­
tional Affairs Maria Beelen re­
ported about the annual Dick­
inson Elementary School visit.
“We get a lot of their stu­
dents to Grand Valley, just to 
see what college is like,” Beelen
said. “We want them to see the 
opportunities they can have 
just by attending college.”
Beelen also spoke about 
her excitement toward 
planning the Last Lecture.
Mackenzie Butler, vice pres­
ident of diversity affairs, talked 
about how’ she spoke with the 
police chief about public safety.
“There’s a public safety 
liaison committee that I’m 
not sure a lot of people know 
about,” Butler said. “If there 
is ever a complaint about 
how a police officer handled 
a situation, you can report 
that to the chief of police or 
the website and that com­
plaint can then be dealt with.”
Lastly, Vice President of 
Public Relations Ella Frit- 
zemeier spoke about Cam­
pus Life Night and working 
on a T-shirt design for the 
T-shirt swap later this year.
“(T-shirt swap) is where we 
create a cool shirt for Grand 
Valley and you can exchange 
an old high school T-shirt 
or university T-shirt during 
homecoming week for the new 
Grand Valley one,” Fritzemeier
explained. “The old T-shirts are 
donated to Grand Rapids Pub­
lic Schools for kids to aspire on 
to higher education.”
GVSU President Thomas 
Haas also came to the meet­
ing to address the senate.
“It’s a tradition now to come 
to the first meeting,” Haas said. 
“We do a little business but also 
add a little perspective as well.”
Haas spoke highly of the 
students on the senate and 
how they are the people rep­
resenting not only the 25,000 
plus students here, but also the 
alum and the faculty and staff.
“At the end of the day, we 
are about providing an envi­
ronment for students to suc­
ceed,” Haas said. “That takes 
leadership and it takes ser­
vice. You are providing that 
leadership and service here. It 
is so critically important that 
you provide that conduit then 
to me, my staff, to the faculty 
and then to all others.”
Haas also held a moment 
of silence for the late Richard 
Wheeler, an alumnus of GVSU. 
A financial aid scholarship was 
recently created in his honor.UP TO DATE: The Student Senate convenes on Sept. 3 at the Kirkhof Center on the Allendale Campus. Senate will be taking a "student-driven" approach to Battle of the Valleys this year, gvl | KEVIN sielaff
LIVING CENTERS
New housing option available to students
BY KATHERINE WEST
KWEST@LANTHORN. COM
ith the number of students liv­
ing on campus at Grand Valley 
State University on the rise, the 
department of housing and res­
idence life has made a new liv­
ing option available to students to accom­
modate increased housing demands.
The 2015-2016 academic year is the first 
year in which students have had the option to 
stay in a four-person, two-bedroom apartment 
style unit on south campus. Prior to this year, 
these apartments housed strictly two people.
Emma Hahs, freshman cell and molecu­
lar biology major, is living in this new hous­
ing option this year. Hahs has had a very 
positive experience living in this dorm style 
and believes it to be a very beneficial and 
rewarding experience for first year students.
“It forces you to be courteous and to make 
a new friend immediately? Hahs said, “If you 
want to go hide in your room for escape, you 
can’t because you are living with someone else.”
Austin Young, also in his first year at GVSU, 
has enjoyed his experience so far living in the 
two-bedroom style. He believes the living space 
to be very functional and meets his needs.
“The living and the kitchen area provide 
more than enough space to relax and do any 
cooking that is needed. The bathroom is a de­
cent size. It allows enough room to get ready 
and not feel crowded. The bedrooms are a little 
small, but provide enough room to sleep and 
to be able to do work at your desk,” Young said.
This housing change has overall been viewed 
as a success by those that chose to live in the new 
option. Hahs feels as though living in this style 
apartment has allowed her to get closer to her 
roommates and would recommend this style of 
living to any incoming freshman.
Dena Willis, occupancy manager for the 
department of housing and residence life, 
said that this type of unit is beneficial to the 
entire student body regardless of year.
“With the increase of two-bedroom, four- 
person units in south campus, for many of our 
returning and upperclassmen students there 
has been an increase in student engagement 
and community development on those floors,” 
Willis said. “Students who, now instead of 
having their own bedroom, are sharing a bed­
room, which allows for more communication 
between different people. We really are happy 
about the addition of the two-fours and what 
they have done for our student population.”
While the housing department has made this 
major change, they have also kept many policies 
consistent this year. To promote the safety of all 
students and to avoid 5 a.m. fire alarms the fol­
lowing items remain prohibited in all on-cam­
pus housing units: sandwich makers/grills, hot 
plates, rice cookers, Crock-Pots, waffle makers, 
toaster ovens, halogen bulbs or lamps, multi­
light lamps with plastic shades, candles/in­
cense, candle warmers, strobe lights, decorative 
holiday lights, any type of string or rope lights, 
party lights, lava lamps and black lights. As al­
ways, the department of housing and residence 
life welcomes students to be the proud owner of 
their favorite non-predatory fish. However, no 
other types of pets are allowed.
LIVING SPACE: Amy Brinkerhoff decorates her room. This year, students can stay in a four-person, two- 
bedroom unit on south campus to try and accommodate increased housing demands. GVL I archive
CAMPUS COMMUNITY: Students browse through booths at a previous Campus Life Night event. Over 5,000 students attend this event to look for organizations they 
may be interested in joining or helping out with. Campus Life Night has been moved from the original date of Sept. 8 to Sept. 12 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. GVL | ARCHIVE
LIFE NIGHT
CONTINUED FROM A1
- and other displays because they 
have room to properly represent 
their organization in front of the 
5,000 GVSU students that attend 
their event.
“Our goal is to have a high- 
impact event for both students at­
tending and those promoting their 
student organizations,” Pnacek- 
Carter said. “This type of weather 
is certainly not conducive to a suc­
cessful outside event.”
□
 GO TO:
www.gvsu.tdu/campusllfcnlght or 
www.gvsu.tdu/studtntllft
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Focusing on service
Volunteer and internship fair offers nonprofit opportunities
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
AKORIENEK(a>LANTHORN.COM
Mowing students to 
connect with up to 
50 agencies offering 
internships and vol­
unteer opportuni­
ties, the nonprofit volunteer and 
internship fair offered an open 
house for students Sept. 9 in the 
Henry Hall atrium.
The fair, hosted by the Com­
munity Service Learning Cen­
ter, will reoccur Sept. 10, from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the same 
location. Students are not re­
quired to provide a resume or 
dress in business attire.
Brendan Gallagher, graduate 
assistant at the Community Ser­
vice Learning Center and coor­
dinator of the event, said about 
80 agencies from the greater 
Grand Rapids area will attend 
both events. He said there is a 
wide variety of opportunities for 
all majors and interest groups, 
which benefits both the students 
and community partners.
“I think the nonprofit vol­
unteer and internship fair is 
beneficial for students to con­
nect to these different agencies 
that are dealing with addressing 
community and social issues,” 
Gallagher said. “It is important 
that students are able to connect 
their passions, interests and val­
ues to these opportunities.”
The Community Service 
Learning Center hosted a table 
at the event, offering students 
opportunities to join several 
events such as Make A Differ­
ence Day on Oct. 17, First Year 
Leadership Experience, Service 
Saturdays sponsored by Alter­
native Breaks and blood drives 
with dates to be announced.
Melissa Baker-Boosamra, 
coordinator of the Community
Service Learning Center, said 
the students can benefit from 
the organizations being in one 
location as they can explore op­
portunities relative to their area 
of study and personal interests. 
She said students who attend 
are able to reconnect and secure 
internships or volunteer oppor­
tunities, which can often lead to 
full-time positions.
“The hope of the Community 
Service Learning Center is that 
students connect with an indi­
vidual or an organization that is 
meaningful to them, which can 
ignite their passions,” Baker- 
Boosamra said. “The best part 
of the event is having all of these 
amazing organizations all in one 
place, each looking for students 
to connect with them.”
The event targeted to allow stu­
dents, even those who have never 
volunteered before, to make a real 
impact on the community for 
issues they care about. In addi­
tion, a few agencies who attended 
Wednesday’s event were: GVSU 
Alternative Breaks, Spectrum 
Health, Women at Risk Interna­
tional, John Ball Zoo and Habitat 
for Humanity of Kent County.
For those who consistently 
volunteer, students can keep track 
of their volunteer hours at GVSU. 
Gallagher said they can visit the 
Community Service Learning 
Center webpages service tracker 
to log hours over their time at the 
university. He said students can 
log in using their GVSU-assigned 
username and password tracking 
hours from any academic or di­
rect service opportunity.
“Every time they fill out what 
they’ve accomplished, it tracks 
exactly what they have done 
over their whole experience at 
Grand Valley,” Gallagher said. 
“I think that this is an opportu­
nity for students to apply what
they’re learning here to prepare 
them for their future careers 
once they leave Grand Valley.”
Students can visit the Com­
munity Service Learning Center 
Monday through Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. To ensure an 
appointment with a consultant, 
contact (616) 331-2468. The 
online community service web­
page is updated daily with lists of 
present organizations providing 
opportunities for students in the 
greater Grand Rapids area.
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/sarvlct
FOR MORE INFORMATION HELPING OUT: Students attend the nonprofit internship fair in Henry Hall on Sept. 9. The 
event featured 50 agencies offering internships and opportunities. GVi | EMILY frye
MAKING A DIFFERENCE : Students look at a booth at the nonprofit volunteer fair. The Community Service Learning Center 
hosted the event for students to get connected with nonprofit organizations. It will also take place Sept. 10. GVL | EMILY frye
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ARTPRIZE ONSCREEN
Waterfront Film Festival is presenting ArtPrize 
OnScreen, a weekend of 22 Michigan-related films 
airing throughout the first weekend of ArtPrize on 
Sept. 25-27.
The event will welcome several celebrity guests, in­
cluding actor and musician Booboo Stewart, actress 
Perrey Reeves and writer, director and producer 
Rodrigo Garcia,
ArtPrize OnScreen will include seven narrative 
features, five documentaries and 10 short films, and 
audiences will be able to vote on the best film in 
each of the categories.
The film showings will take place in Waterfront’s 
hospitality tent, located on Sheldon Ave. Tickets are 
now available at www.waterfrontfilm.org.
WATERFRONT AFTERGLOW
Waterfront will also host Afterglow parties at 10 
p.m. after the film screenings are done on Friday 
and Saturday of the festival.
The event is expected to welcome celebrity guests, 
local and visiting filmmakers, festival sponsors and 
VIP pass holders. For more information about how 
to get a VIP pass, visit waterfrontfilm.org.
FEMINIST FILM FESTIVAL
The second annual Grand Rapids Feminist Film 
Festival will take place at the Wealthy Theatre on 
Sept. 13 from noon until 8 p.m. The free event is open 
to people of all ages.
There will be film screenings in the main theater, 
workshops and panels throughout the day in the 
Koning Theatre, and local vendors in the lobby.
The films shown will range from documentaries to 
music videos to animations from all over the world.
The workshops will include discussions about inter- 
sectionality, gender in the media and body image.
The local vendors that will be present at the festival 
include GVSU’s Women’s Center, The LGBT Network 
of West Michigan and Vault of Midnight Comic Books. 
Tickets can be found at www.grfff.org.
BRUNCH, BREWS AND A MOVIE 
Grand Rapids Brewing Company will be presenting 
“A Clockwork Orange” at Brunch, Brews and a Movie 
at UICA this Sunday, Sept. 13. At 11 a.m., guests are 
invited to visit GRBC for a mid-morning meal and 
discussion by John Serba about the film.
Afterward, the group will head over to UICA to screen 
the film. Tickets can be purchased at www.uica.org/a- 
clockwork-orange.
*. 'V
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CAMPUS CAMPAIGN
Pledging to take action
‘It’s On Us’ focuses on accountability to prevent sexual violence
Us” campaign at GVSU is 
that it will launch students to 
want to do more about sexual 
misconduct on campus. The 
program is intended to be 
largely student-focused.
“I want to light the fire for 
students to want to do more,” 
Schulte said. “They have the 
power to interrupt dangerous 
situations and get engaged...We 
want students to take a proac­
tive view on a tough subject.”
Schulte added that she is 
inspired by students taking 
the campaign into their own 
hands and wanting to make a 
positive change on campus.
“Its not just on administra­
tion to keep campus safe,” she 
said. “Its on us as Lakers. We 
all have a good level of respon­
sibility. If you see something, 
say something. Its on us to 
look out for each other.”
The message of “Its On Us” 
will go on throughout the year 
at campus sporting events.
“Sexual misconduct is too 
prevalent,” Schulte said. “I 
want our statistics to be better 
than the average. I want our 
numbers to go down.”
The “It’s On Us” pledge is 
for GVSU students, faculty, 
staff, alumni and communi­
ty members, and represents 
being a positive force of 
change against oppression, 
sexism and violence.
KICKOFF: GVSU victim advocate Ashley Schulte promotes the “It s 
On Us" campaign at Thursday's football game, gvl I courtesy
“Our society hasn’t given 
this issue enough attention,” 
Schulte said. “This is a positive 
way to address sexual violence.”
GVSU is not the only school 
becoming a part of the cam­
paign. More than 250 universi­
ties have gotten involved since 
the White House launched the 
program last September.
“This is a big issue that 
needs to be addressed,” said 
Keri Becker, GVSU associ­
ate athletic director. “It’s 
time to talk about it.”
“Its On Us” aims to provide 
students with tools to always be 
active bystanders. The program
describes an active bystander as 
someone who has the courage 
to intervene when they see a 
potentially dangerous situation.
“We want to shift the mes­
sage to be solution-based, not 
problem-based,” Becker said.
A number of events with 
similar goals to “Its On Us” 
will take place throughout the 
year, including Rock Against 
Rape, Eyes Wide Open and 
Dating and Domestic Vio­
lence Awareness Month.
To report an incident, con­
tact Title IX Coordinator There­
sa Rowland at rowlanth@>gvsu. 
edu, or call (616) 331-9530.
■’-------------------
Discover the Metro Health difference at the GVSU 
Campus Health Center and right down the road at Metro 
Health Allendale. Our two convenient sites offer a wide 
range of services to meet all your health care needs.
(6l6) 252-6030
gvsu.edu/campushealth
. MEYPO.HEALTH 
ALLENDALE
(616) 252-3900
metrohealth.net
• Same-day appointments when you’re sick
• Online scheduling, prescriptions... 
even email your doctor
* * V
• Physical therapy, X-ray, STD testing and lab
• We bill insurance
BETTER ALL AROUND.
Better access. Better quality. Better care.
..
•' Jr.-:-- Pit,
PI
Metro
Health*:*
BY RACHEL HUCK
RHUCK@LANTHORN.COM
rand Valley State 
University prides 
itself on provid­
ing an excep­
tionally safe and 
friendly campus for its stu­
dents. This year, sexual mis­
conduct is an issue that GVSU 
is hard at work combatting.
“Its On Us” is a nation­
wide program that focuses 
on addressing this subject. 
The program is reaching 
out at GVSU, spreading the 
word to the 8,000 students 
that saw the video during 
halftime at last Thursdays 
home football game. Stu­
dents received 1,000 free tee 
shirts with the “It’s On Us” 
logo, which helps spread the 
word to students who may 
not have been in attendance.
“The goal is to reach a lot 
of people with a positive mes­
sage and get a conversation 
started,” said Ashley Schulte, 
GVSU’s victim advocate. “It’s 
on us to speak up. It’s on us 
to tell students how to raise 
awareness. There are lots of 
things its on us to do.”
President Barack Obama 
founded “It’s On Us” last 
year, and the program was 
brought to GVSU this sum­
mer. The hope of the “It’s On
ENVIRONMENT
Striving for sustainability
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
LAKERL IFE@LA N THORN. COM
ustainability is part of a 
conversation that is contin­
ually going on in the world 
and on the Grand Valley 
State University campus. 
>resent composting bins, zero- 
Waste athletic games and efficient water 
refilling stations make it easy for GVSU 
students to be sustainable.
The office of sustainability is working to 
provide the GVSU community with skills 
and capabilities to become responsible citi­
zens in every area of their lives, whether it is 
through educational opportunities, financ­
ing and building or constructing sustain­
able buildings throughout campus.
“Sustainability is a value at GVSU, and 
we do a lot with supporting other faculty, 
staff and students and this is done in a lot of 
different ways,” said Sharon Munski, office 
coordinator of the office of sustainability.
The office of sustainability promotes 
sustainability through community part­
nerships, like the Sustainable Agriculture 
Project, and workshops, like the 10 ways 
to lead a sustainable lifestyle. Sustainability 
Spotlight on Sept. 15.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
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While performance can fluctuate, our 
disciplined, long-term approach to investing 
rests on values that are immune to market 
fluctuations. We’re here to benefit others. And 
to improve the financial well-being of millions. 
Just what you’d expect from a company that's 
created to serve and built to perform.
U IMU I JUDjLL I I U
BULL AND BEAR MARKETS.
OFFICE OF STUDENT LIFE
Changes ahead for student organization procedures
“You are going to see a lot of change this 
year. The staff has been very hardworking 
over the summer,” Stoll said “Were expe­
diting and centralizing service for students.”
Among the changes student organiza­
tions will see this year are a few changes 
of location. The Community Service 
Learning Center and the Promotions Of­
fice have both moved their offices.
“The Community Service Learning 
Center is in Kirkhof, right next to the 
Office of Student Life,” said Josh Lee, 
graduate assistant for student organiza­
tion development. “The reason we did 
this is because the CSLC was barely an 
office. Student organizations are the 
vast majority of the community service 
hours logged by the university. It seemed 
wrong to have the office in charge of that 
in a room the size of a broom closet.”
The Promotions Office is now in the 
Student Organization Center, on the 
lower level of the Kirkhof Center.
For students that need help with any 
aspect of managing a student organiza­
tion, the OSL will now hold open office 
hours every weekday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
“When (students) come into the of­
fice and hear so-and-so is out at lunch 
and they’ll get back to you, that’s not
good,” Lee said. “We’re going to have an 
open staff member on call during that 
time slot and if you need anything, you 
can walk in and talk to someone who 
knows what they are talking about.”
Additionally, the structure of student 
organization funding boards has been 
simplified. In the past, various councils 
had individual funding meetings. Now, 
only a few funding councils will exist. The 
vast majority of student organizations will 
be able to attend a more general meeting.
“We’ve retained three individual fund­
ing boards: fraternity and sorority life, 
club sports and cultural and faith-based 
organizations have still retained their own 
individual funding because they request 
funding more frequently,” Lee said.
For most students, these changes will 
not affect their daily routines. However, 
for the student leaders that run the many 
student organizations on campus, these 
changes mean a more streamlined process.
“Our tagline is ‘become more,’ and the 
reason we’ve done that when you leave 
here, the skills that you gain from all the 
experiences you have in student orga­
nizations, those are the things that will 
make you the better person,” Stoll said. OPPORTUNITIES: A GVSU student from GrooVe A Capella connects 
with students at Campus Life Night last year. GVL I archive
BUILT TO PERFORM
CREATED TO SERVE.
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BY AUDRA GAMBLE AND 
HANNAH LENTZ
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
hile Campus Life Night 
was a wash for Grand Val­
ley State University, the 
training session for student 
organization executive 
boards went on as scheduled Sept. 8.
The event, put on by the Office of 
Student Life, focused on making sure 
the nearly 400 student organizations 
on campus get off to a good start. The 
event was formally known as Max It 
Out, but is now referred to as Ignite.
“I remember 30-plus years ago, com­
ing in to work, and I met with about 50 
students at that time, because that’s all the 
student organizations that there were,” 
said Bob Stoll, associate dean for student 
life. “Now, we’re close to 400, and some 
of these organizations have hundreds of 
people. It’s an exciting place to be.”
In the past, Max It Out was mostly 
intended to inform new executive board 
members about GVSU procedures. This 
year, Ignite focuses on the many chang­
es the Office of Student Life have imple­
mented over the summer months.
• V
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LAKERS DOMINATE GLIAC 
PLAY WITH BACK-TO- 
BACK WINS
The Grand Valley State women's 
tennis team started off its 2015- 
16 campaign with decisive 8-1 
victories over Michigan Tech and 
Lake Superior State on Sept. 5 
and 6. The Lakers swept singles 
competition against MTU and only 
dropped one doubles match at the 
No. 2 flight. Similarly, GVSU swept 
LSSU in singles matches, dropping 
just the No. 1 doubles flight. The 
Lakers host Saginaw Valley State 
(Sept. 12) and Northwood (Sept. 
13) this weekend.
LAKER FOOTBALL PLAYERS 
HONORED
Grand Valley State football 
players Matt Judon and Collin 
Cribley garnered conference 
awards following GVSU’s 36-28 
win over Southwest Baptist last 
week. Judon, a senior defen­
sive end, won GLIAC Defensive 
Player of the Week honors after 
tallying 4 1/2 sacks and nine 
total tackles. Cribley, a freshman 
punter, averaged 42.7 yards on 
seven punts in his college debut. 
Cribley downed the Bearcats 
inside their own 20-yard line 
three times on the night. GVSU 
is set to open GLIAC play with 
a conference tilt against Ohio 
Dominican this weekend in 
Columbus, Ohio. The Lakers are 
ranked No. 20 in the latest AFCA 
Division II Coaches' Poll, while 
the Panthers are ranked No. 7.
GVSU SOCCER FALLS IN 
SEASON OPENER
The two-time defending 
national champion Grand Valley 
State soccer team dropped a 
stunning 3-0 decision to un­
ranked Quincy to open its season 
on Sept. 4. The No. 1 Lakers 
outshot Quincy 25-7, including a 
13-4 tally of shots on net. GVSU 
bounced back on Sept. 6 against 
Truman State, blowing the 
Bulldogs out 4-0.
GRAND VALLEY STATE 
POMPON TRYOUTS
Ever thought about joining 
the Grand Valley State pompon 
squad? The time is now. Tryouts 
for pompon are being held 
Saturday, Sept. 12th from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the dance studio on 
the Allendale Campus. There is 
a $15 tryout fee due at the first 
meeting. The second day of try­
outs is Sunday, Sept. 13th.
GVSU TRACK AND FIELD 
HIRES NEW ASSISTANT
The Grand Valley State track 
& field team recently announced 
the signing of Alan Dunson as 
the new sprints and hurdles 
coach. Dunson previously as­
sisted at Ashland University as 
a track and field coach, and will 
replace former GVSU assistant 
Keith Roberts, who took a job 
at the University of Pittsburgh 
earlier this summer.
FOOTBALL
Clash in Columbus
11 AS ONE: The Grand Valley State defense celebrates following a play in last week’s 36-28 win over Southwest Baptist. The Lakers will have to slow down a many-head­
ed rushing attack from the Ohio Dominican tailbacks in Saturday's tilt. ODU’s Brandon Schoen rushed for 183 yards and two touchdowns in 2014. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
GV to face tough test in GLIAC opener
BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTSmANTHORN.COM
• * Ithough it wasn’t done 
in the cleanest fashion, 
the Grand Valley State 
football team improved 
to 1-0 after a 36-28 win 
over Southwest Baptist last weekend.
Head coach Matt Mitchell knew 
some improvements needed to be 
made. Come Saturday, the No. 20 
(AFCA) Lakers will enter likely their 
toughest two-game stretch of 2015.
On Saturday, GVSU will travel 
to No. 7 Ohio Dominican (1-0) 
for a game that could start to de­
fine the Lakers’ season.
The Panthers went 11-2 in 
2014 and were picked to repeat 
as GLIAC South champions. They 
squeaked out a 28-24 win at Lub­
bers Stadium last season.
ODU topped Malone in a week 
one blowout and stands at 1-0 in
conference play.
For the leakers, the ODU matchup 
is their first GLIAC matchup. A win, 
and GVSU will be 2-0, on a crash 
course for rival Ferris 
State next weekend. A 
loss, and the lakers will 
fall to 1-1, and will have 
to dig themselves out 
of an early conference 
hole.
The stage is set.
Last season, ODU 
strung together two 
90-yard touchdown 
drives thanks to a cou­
ple big plays to shock 
GVSU in the closing 
minutes. Junior run­
ning back Brandon 
Schoen torched the 
Lakers, rushing for 183 yards and 
two touchdowns.
“(Schoen) is 100 percent their 
best player offensively,” Mitchell
said. “We’ve struggled with him in 
the past few years. If he gets to the 
second level of your defense he’s a 
home run hitter. If he hits the line of 
scrimmage full speed 
it’s over.”
Schoen is back for 
his senior season in 
2015, and has a strong 
supporting cast in the 
backfield.
The Panthers are 
a rush-heavy squad, 
and picked up 249 
yards and five touch­
downs on the ground 
against Malone in 
their 59-21 win. 
Schoen, however, 
only had seven carries 
for 25 yards.
Redshirt freshman Ksaias Chap­
man rushed for 91 yards on eight 
carries, while redshirt sophomore 
Darryl Johnson bruised his w^y to 44
“(ODU) is not 
going to turn 
the ball over. If 
we want to beat 
them, we can’t 
turn the ball over 
offensively.”
MATT MITCHELL 
GVSU HEAD COACH
yards and three touchdowns.
ODU played three young quar­
terbacks throughout the game, but 
gave the most time to sophomore 
Grant Russell. The Panthers lost 
last year’s starting quarterback to 
graduation, and will lean heavily on 
their rushing attack week to week.
That will mean going up against 
GVSU’s defensive line.
Last week against SBU, senior de­
fensive end Matt Judon racked up 4 
and a half sacks and nine total tack­
les en route to being named GLIAC 
Defensive Player of the Week.
GVSU’s defensive front was great 
at getting to the quarterback in 
passing scenarios, but the Bearcats 
gained a strong 171 yards on the 
ground. Freshman dual-threat quar­
terback Trent Edwards II entered the 
game in the second half and gave 
GVSU’s defense fits, gaining 68 yards
SEE FOOTBALL | A12
VOLLEYBALL
Unexpected encore
Top GV senior granted another season with young Lakers
“It was a rush of emotions,” 
Wolters said. “I tried to call every­
one. My sister was the first person 
to pick up actually.”
Kourtney’s twin sister, Kaitlyn 
Wolters, was named 2014 GLIAC 
Player of the Year and GLIAC Setter of 
the Year. They played together at Unity 
Christian High School before both 
moved on to Grand Rapids Commu­
nity College where they helped lead 
the Raiders to the 2012 NJCAA Divi­
sion II National Championship.
Kaitlyn then transferred to GVSU, 
while Kourtney went to WMU.
“I liked the school Western, (leav­
ing) wasn’t about the school. It was 
the volleyball.” Kourtney said. “I 
played club. I tried it for a couple of 
weeks and I realized coming to Kait’s 
games I wasn’t ready to give it up, 
that level of playing (competition).”
The Wolters’ reunion last sea­
son was even received national at­
tention from www.NCAA.com as 
the Lakers won 12 straight sets en 
route to the Final Four. But, now 
with a second chance, the pressure 
is squarely on Kourtney.
“I want for her to be able to step 
out of Kait’s shadow a little bit,” 
said head coach Deanne Scanlon.
SEE WOLTERS | A10
WOMEN’S SOCCER
Friday 7pm vs California 
State-San Bernardino
Sunday 1pm vs Minnesota State
VOLLEYBALL
(All matches part of 
Augustana Showcase)
Friday 1pm at Northern State
Friday 7pm at Minnesota 
State Moorhead
Saturday 11am at Minnesota 
Crookston
Saturday 5pm at Augustana (SD)
Saturday 12:30pm at Ohio 
Dominican
WOMEN’S TENNIS
VARSITY SCHEDULE
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FOOTBALL
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISENmANTHORN.COM
ith the fall sports season 
getting underway, gradu­
ated student athletes 
across the country find 
themselves wishing they
could turn back the clock to relive 
their glory days. While they can only 
dream, Grand Valley State volleyball 
senior captain Kourtney Wolters will 
actually get to live out that fantasy.
When Southwest Minnesota 
State knocked off GVSU in the na­
tional semifinals last season, Wolt­
ers thought her college career was 
over. Fast-forward a couple months, 
and things changed.
The NCAA decided Wolters 
hadn’t used up a year of eligibility 
when she played club volleyball with 
Western Michigan back in 2013, be­
fore she transferred to GVSU.
Saturday 2pm vs Saginaw 
Valley State
Sunday 1pm vs Northwood SEEING DOUBLE: Kourtney Wolters celebrates a point during GVSU’s 2014 Final Four run Wolters, a team captain, will provide invaluable experience on a Laker squad chocked full of young players for the 2015 campaign, gvl I kevin sielaff
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WOLTERS
CONTINUED FROM A9
“Kait has had a lot of acco­
lades in her career and I think 
Kourtney is just as capable.”
Kourtney continued to 
make strides and improve as 
last season went along. Argu­
ably her best games came dur­
ing the NCAA Tournament 
run. In the quarterfinals, she 
recorded a season-best six kills 
and four blocks. She then fol­
lowed that up in the semifinals
with a strong all-around per­
formance with two kills, two 
assists, four blocks and 10 digs.
Fellow senior leader 
and Wolters’ roommate for 
the past two years, Kaleigh 
Lound, only had great things 
to say about her teammate.
“She is bubbly, energetic, 
she is super positive; she is 
probably the most positive 
person I know.” Lound said. 
“She is like a silent leader, she 
leads by example. And every­
one else just knows if Kourt­
ney is doing this then it’s prob­
ably what the coach expects.”
Scanlon took that charac­
terization a step further.
“She comes in, has a smile 
on her face. She is always just 
bopping around. I call her a 
little puppy because that’s ex­
actly what she looks like.”
Wolters can only hope her 
positive energy rubs off on her 
teammates and make them 
aware they should have fun and 
enjoy every moment, because 
it’s not going to last forever.
Her situation, for now, is 
the exception.
SUPER SENIOR: Outside hitter Kourtney Wolters was granted another year of eligibility by the NCAA 
and is able to return despite being a senior in 2014. She is a team captain for GVSU. GVL | EMILY FRYE
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BEAUTIFUL GAME; The 2014-15 edition of the GVSU men’s club soccer team poses for a team photo. Led by 13-year head coach John Crooks, the Lakers feel their talented roster has the potential to make a deep 
run this season. GVSU does not have a varsity men’s soccer team, and the club team pulls a number of lower-division NCAA recruits looking for strong competition at the club level. COURTESY I ROBERT KLEIN
GV men’s club soccer sets sights high for 2015 season
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
BTROUTMAN@LANTHORN.COM
or men’s club soc­
cer head coach 
Jeff Crooks,
Grand Valley 
State not having a 
varsity men’s soccer team isn’t 
for better or worse.
It’s just gravy.
“I think for (the players) 
the situation is, ‘I’m going to 
get a great education, and I’m 
going to still play a sport that
I love competitively. I’m still 
going to be able to do that?’ 
That’s gravy,” Crooks said.
GVSU has been without a 
varsity mens soccer team since 
1995. This is in large part due 
to Title IX, part of the educa­
tion amendments of 1972 that
enforce gender equality.
Schools must have equal 
opportunity in athletics for 
both men and women to be in 
compliance with the law.
“Due to the fact that GVSU 
has a student population that 
has been around 60 percent 
female and 40 percent male 
for quite a few years now, we 
have never seriously consid­
ered adding another men’s 
sport,” GVSU Director of 
Athletics Tim Selgo said. “We 
added women’s lacrosse five 
years ago for the same reason. 
We now have eleven women’s 
sports and nine men’s sports.
“With over 550 student ath­
letes and football having over 
100 male participants, we still 
have more male participants 
than female participants.”
The players and coaches 
don’t feel the club sport sta­
tus diminishes the level of 
competition.
“There’s no difference be­
tween club soccer and var­
sity soccer,” club president and 
starting goalkeeper Alex Pas­
tor said. “The competitive level 
is that of a varsity team with­
out the time commitment.”
GVSU is able to get many 
players who hold offers from 
Division III schools, but would 
rather compete against teams a 
step higher in competition.
“I get quite a few kids that 
get offers to go to smaller 
schools, but they decide not 
to do that and they come to 
Grand Valley, and they realize 
they can play soccer also, so it’s 
a double jackpot,” Crooks said.
GVSU is in the Central Di­
vision of the Midwest Alliance 
Soccer Conference (MASC). 
The MASC has 44 mem­
ber teams divided into four, 
11-member divisions. Teams 
in the conference range from 
midwest schools like Xavier to 
the University of Michigan.
Last season, GVSU’s sea­
son was ended by Cincin­
nati in the MASC conference 
tournament. The Lakers fell 
3-2 in penalty kicks, after a 
0-0 stalemate in 120 minutes 
of play. It was only GVSU’s 
second loss all year, in which 
the Lakers finished 11-2-6.
This season kicked off this 
past weekend with a 2-0 vic­
tory over Butler on Saturday, 
but ended with a 3-2 loss 
against Purdue on Sunday.
While they have some 
things to work on, the Lakers 
feel optimistic. They return sev­
eral starters from a solid team 
last year and proved they can 
contend in a tough conference.
Success will hinge on the 
Lakers’ ability to be consis­
tent on both ends of the field.
“We have three really 
good goalkeepers, but if 
you don’t play well in front 
of them, you could have the 
U.S. national team goal­
keeper and you wouldn’t 
look good,” Crooks said.
The Lakers have an oppor­
tunity to make a statement 
this weekend. They host Cen­
tral Michigan on Saturday at 
2 p.m., and Michigan State on 
Sunday under the lights at 6 
p.m. The Lakers defeated the
Spartans, who finished first 
in the MASC regular season 
standings, 2-0 last year.
“Next weekend is an amaz­
ing weekend for us, it can make 
or break our season. That 
game Sunday night against 
Michigan State, it’s very cliche, 
but they’re going to be out to 
prove a point,” Crooks said.
While the team is putting 
all of its effort into preparation 
for their biggest game and go­
ing one week at a time, Pas­
tor admitted he has his sights 
set on something GVSU club 
soccer has never done.
“A national championship, 
that’s the goal. Based on the 
team we had last year, were bet­
ter this year, and we just need to 
put some things together and 
we can do it,” he said.
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Behind the scenes
Athletic adviser leaves strong impact on Lakers
BY ADAM KNORR
SPOR TS(cvLANTHORN. COM
hen current Minneso­
ta Vikings wide receiv­
er Charles Johnson 
was at Grand Valley 
State, he was worried 
about making a speech in class.
So he went to Damon Arnold.
Current New Orleans Saints 
guard Tim Lelito couldn’t under­
stand why he kept getting hurt dur­
ing his first two years at GVSU.
So he went to Damon Arnold.
Current Jacksonville Jaguars 
linebacker Dan Skuta was worried 
during the 2011 NFL lockout. He 
didn’t have his degree, but wanted to 
come back to GVSU and get it.
So he went to Damon Arnold.
Johnson nailed his speech. Le­
lito used his time injured to focus 
on classes, and earned his degree 
before heading to the NFL. Skuta 
finished his degree that summer.
These stories are high profile 
because of the names involved, but 
are far from the only of their kind.
Arnold is the Director for Aca­
demic Services in GVSU’s Athletic 
Department. 2015 is his 11th year 
at the post, and his influence and
ability to connect with Laker stu­
dent-athletes has left a profound 
effect on more than a few.
“I’d say very confidently that 
we hit a home run when we hired 
Damon Arnold,” said GVSU Di­
rector of Athletics Tim Selgo. “He 
has experienced some adversity 
in his life and has gone on to ob­
tain three degrees, which is a tre­
mendous tribute to him.”
Arnold primarily advises the 
football and men’s basketball teams 
- in academics, campus involve­
ment and, when it calls for it, the is­
sues life throws at his athletes.
“We’re not just an advising cen­
ter,” Arnold said. “Were a student 
success center. If student-athletes 
come in with different issues, we talk 
to them about everything from ex­
periences they’re having in the class­
room or family issues back home. 
Our main role is to make sure we’re 
empowering our student-athletes.”
The road Arnold has taken to 
his current career plays a key fac­
tor in connecting and earning trust 
from his student-athletes.
The Cleveland, Ohio native was 
kicked out of two different high 
schools, and eventually graduated 
from a continuation high school.
He then moved on to Citrus Com­
munity College in California. Ar­
nold kept climbing the ladder, and 
went on to earn his bachelor’s and 
master’s of arts in sociology while 
playing football at Chico State 
University, also in California.
After picking up a master’s of sci­
ence in sports psychology at the Uni­
versity of Idaho, Arnold’s education 
culminated when he earned his doc­
torate in education administration 
from Washington State University.
“I’ve been at both ends of the con­
tinuum,” Arnold said. “I’m Dr. Da­
mon Arnold now. In undergrad my 
senior year I got disqualified from 
the university because my GPA was 
too low. You had to have a 2.0 going 
into your senior year. I fell below that 
2.0 mark so I was disqualified. For 
me, that was a wakeup call. I said ‘I 
love football.’ I had one more year of 
football but it was taken away from 
me because I wasn’t performing up 
to my capability in the classroom and 
I wasn’t getting help. Once I got help 
that summer to pass math, the light 
switch kicked on.
“Don’t be so prideful that you 
get yourself in a situation where 
you’re ultimately not doing that 
thing that you love.”
THE MAN: Damon Arnold has made a profound impact on the student athletes he 
has worked with over his 11-year stint with GVSU. COURTESY | DAMON ARNOLD
A short conversation with Arnold 
reveals just why he has been so suc­
cessful at his post for the past 11 years. 
He has a knack for making connec­
tions with those who come into his of­
fice - and will be the first to admit that
this is what he does for a reason.
“I think we all have that thing were 
good at and this is my thing that I’m 
good at,” Arnold said. “My ability to
SEE ADVISER | A12
RUGBY
Gaining the line
Laker rugby poised for big season
BY ALEX EISEN
A EISEN@LA N THORN. COM
erfection.
Anything else would 
be a disappointment for 
the Grand Valley State 
men’s club rugby team.
Head coach John Mullett has lofty 
expectations, but is confident his team 
can build off the success it had last sea­
son to achieve even more this year.
“I have never in 18 years talked 
about how good my team is going to 
be,” Mullett said. “It’s stupid to suggest 
otherwise this year because everybody 
on the team knows what we got.”
Team captain Thomas 
Strandquist put it bluntly. “It is 
championship or bust.”
Ihe Lakers finished with an 8-2 
record last season and earned its 
first Mid-Atlantic regional appear­
ance after winning the Great Lakes 
Conference Championship.
At regionals, GVSU came out 
fast, scoring on its first try, but Tow- 
son University seized momentum 
and went on to win convincingly to 
end the Lakers’ dream of a national 
championship in the Round of 16.
GVSU returns 12 of 15 starters 
along with a talented group of new­
comers who have challenged for 
starting roster spots right away.
“We got probably 20 guys com­
ing back that at different times last 
year played A-side ball,” Mullett 
said. “And we have freshmen that are 
going to push out some of our start­
ers and start in their place this year. 
They’re that good, right out of gates”
Having the depth to field two 
quality A-side teams is reason 
enough to believe the Lakers 
could eye another tournament ap­
pearance. However, with so many 
quality players, it’s hard to find 
roster spots for all of them.
Usually, having first-time players 
taking over starting positions leads 
to some tension among players, 
but Mullett maintains the players 
have acted with class, and his lead­
ers have taken ownership to keep 
everyone focused on the end goal 
rather than individual goals.
Leaders Strandquist and Jared 
Preston, team president, can’t help 
but notice the talent they have 
around them. Both brought up the 
physicality of their forwards who 
pound away until the opposing 
team starts to wear down. Once that 
happens, they turn it over to their 
quick outside players to capitalize.
“It all comes down to fitness,”
Strandquist said. “Especially later 
on in the playoffs it usually comes 
down to who is more fit.”
Having an abundance of players 
ready to contribute isn’t a burden, 
but a vital asset to have. Fatigue 
and replacing injured players are no 
longer as serious a concern.
“Anybody can score,” Preston 
said. “I’ve seen so many different 
people on our team score in so many 
clutch situations. It’s awesome.”
As the old adage goes, it’s better
to have quality over quantity, but in 
this case it looks like GVSU is fortu­
nate enough to have both.
The new season starts on the 
road against Saginaw Valley State 
on Sept. 12. GVSU had no prob­
lems getting past SVSU last year, 
beating the Cardinals handily 
at home, 34-0, and again on the 
road, 41-17. Road trips to Oak­
land and Ferris State follow before 
the home opener can take place 
on Oct. 3 against Oakland.
SCRUM: For the first time in his 18-year career, GVSU head coach John Mullett 
isn't scared to speculate on the Lakers' talent level. GVL I RANE martin
SOCCER
All Laker hands on deck
GV soccer elects freshman goaltender from four candidates
BY MASON TRONSOR
ASSISTANTSPORTStqLANTHORN COM
oalkeeper - one 
of the most im­
portant posi­
tions on the soc­
cer field. The last 
line of defense. A lone ranger. 
One who must be prepared 
to handle pressure, and often 
absorb blame.
That’s a tall order for a 
freshman.
“A goalkeeper must be 
able to make the saves they 
are suppose to,” said Jeff Ho­
sier, Grand Valley State wom­
en’s head soccer coach.
A regulation college soc­
cer goal is seven feet high and 
21 feet wide. GVSU’s starting 
goalkeeper, freshman Emily 
Maresh, is-five-feet-10 inches 
tall. Lateral quickness and 
athleticism are essentials.
Opposing players can strike 
soccer balls up to 20 mph. Top 
players can make the ball move 
in the air. Players can strike the
ball at a certain angle with their 
feet to make the ball curve or 
float. It is akin to trying to hit a 
curveball in baseball.
“A goalkeeper must have 
courage,” Hosier said. “Ihey 
have to be willing to come off 
their lines and make plays.”
Maresh showed courage 
and resilience last weekend. 
After giving up three goals 
in the season-opening loss to 
Quincy, Maresh shook off the 
performance and came out 
strong with a shutout the next 
game against Truman State.
“Being a goalkeeper is defi­
nitely difficult,” Maresh said. 
“You have to constantly be 
aware of what is happening in 
the game and you have to be 
able to react within a second.”
It takes hard work and 
dedication to craft to become 
a consistently strong goal­
keeper. Certain practice rou­
tines and workouts described 
by Maresh and the rest of 
the goalkeepers on the roster 
show how much concentra­
Apply by Oct. 1
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tion and focus come into play.
The goalkeepers have sep­
arate training from the rest of 
the squad for the first half of 
every training session. This 
is where they work on their 
craft and small techniques 
such as diving, footwork 
and communication that can 
turn an average goalkeeper 
into an elite netminder.
“We expect our goalkeepers 
to help us keep the ball while in 
the attack, and to help organize 
defensively when we lose the 
ball,” said Annette Stromberg, 
GVSU’s assistant coach who 
works with the goalkeepers. 
“We also expect them to make 
routine saves cleanly, and then 
help restart our attack quickly”
A goalkeeper is more than 
just someone who keeps the
ball from going into the net. 
They are expected to act like 
coaches on the field. Com­
munication is one of the big 
elements that coaches stress to 
the goalkeepers. A goalkeeper 
must be able to communicate 
with its defense clearly in order 
to keep the other team’s scoring 
chances to the bare minimum.
The Lakers currently have 
four goalkeepers on their ros­
ter. Two are freshmen and 
two are sophomores. The task 
to replace senior goalkeeper 
Andrea Strauss from last sea­
son is a huge challenge, but 
according to Hosier, these la­
dies are up for it.
“The competition was 
tight in preseason camp, but 
eventually Emily won out,” 
he said. “She proved to be the
most versatile goalkeeper.”
Maresh, a freshman from 
Novi, Michigan, is just getting 
her feet wet in collegiate soccer. 
However, so far she has shown
signs of a solid keeper, some­
thing the Lakers desperately 
need if they want to win an 
elusive third straight national 
championship.
LINEUP: GV’s goaltenders pose for a photo. GVL | KEVIN sielaff
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CLUB SKATING
Lakers on ice
Synchronized skating gears up for 2015
IN SYNC: Members of the Grand Valley State synchronized skating club perform in a previous event. 
The Lakers are gearing up for their 2015 campaign, which begins Nov 22. COURTESY | JULIANA BARLA
BY ANDY SMITH
ASMITH@LANTHORN.COM
ome people are 
natural dancers, 
born to dip, twist, 
twirl and leap 
across a stage 
and wow an audience. Oth­
ers excel on the ice, strapping 
on bladed shoes to glide, skate 
and carve over icy sheets.
Some do both. They are 
members of the Grand Valley 
State synchronized skating club.
“It is not just about 
jumps. Synchronized skating 
involves a lot of formations,” 
said assistant coach Allison 
Ford, “Teams are required 
to focus more on the edge 
work. Teams can have jumps, 
but we have to use more of 
the ice. We get judged more 
on shapes, circles and how in 
unison we are as a team.
“We choreograph our own 
music and routines and our 
dances to what interest us. 
We spend the whole offsea­
son getting costumes ready 
and choreograph a lot of the 
work behind the scenes.”
The club has existed since 
19% and is currently gearing 
up for its 2015 season, which 
begins with the Kalamazoo 
Kickoff Classic on Nov. 22.
Synchronized skating is a 
club sport and the team has
anywhere from eight to 16 
girls on the team each year. 
The team is made up of skat­
ers with different varieties of 
experience. Some have never 
skated competitively, others 
girls have only figure skated, 
and still others have competed 
exclusively in synchronized 
skating events in the past.
“The expectation for the 
team this year is that we want to 
grow as a team,” said club presi­
dent Juliana Bark “The bigger 
team that we have the better we 
are. We are excited to do well 
and improve on last year.
“We placed in a couple of 
competitions and we are hop­
ing to build off that and keep 
the program moving forward.”
The Lakers practice two 
days a week on the ice, and 
also have off ice workouts 
where they have training on 
foot and get their dancing 
down to prepare for the com­
petitions. The Lakers also have 
six to seven hour on-ice train­
ing sessions once a month.
GVSU has three to four 
competitions a year, and the 
athletes have to pay for ev­
erything on their own, mak­
ing fundraising ever-impor- 
tant. The Lakers have three 
competitions in Michigan 
from Nov. 21 to Jan. 16.
The Lakers’ season winds 
down with a three-day tourna­
ment in Portland, Oregon - the 
Midwestern and Pacific Syn­
chronized Skating Sectionals. 
The competition is held by the 
U.S. Figure Skating Association, 
which also hosts the U.S. Figure 
Skating Championships.
GVSU also partners with 
the Grand Rapids Griffins, and 
was asked to skate in a couple 
of games during the first and 
second periods and share their 
performances in 2014.
“It helps us to get better 
and used to being in front of 
a big crowd and its great prac­
tice.” Barla said. “We also do 
different fundraisers to help 
us raise money for the club.
“I have always had a pas­
sion for synchronized skating. 
The team is very supportive of 
me and we get to share every 
experience that we have as a 
team. It is student-led and the 
coaches take our opinions and 
ideas into account.”
The Lakers are looking 
to showcase their unique 
form of art on the ice come 
the 2015 season. GVSU’s 
season ends with the Tri 
States meet in Dearborn, 
Michigan on Feb. 13.
“We are looking to break 
through as a team this year. 
We have a great group of girls 
that want to push the program 
and our skaters are really mo­
tivated to do that,” Ford said.
FOOTBALL
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on the rush before sacks.
ODUs rushing attack 
will be markedly better than 
SBU’s, and the Lakers will 
have to shore up their rush de­
fense and force the Panthers’ 
young quarterbacks to throw.
“We were great for three 
quarters but didn’t sustain 
it,” Mitchell said. “We gave 
up too many rushing yards 
in the fourth.”
As with every football 
game, the turnover battle 
will be crucial. ODU, with its 
consistent rushing attack, is 
a possession-oriented team.
If the Panthers force more 
turnovers than they commit, 
GVSU’s offense may be pres­
sured to turn into a quick- 
score unit - something it is 
capable of, but not some­
thing it strives to be.
“(ODU is) not going to 
turn the baU over,” Mitchell 
said. “If we want to beat them 
we can’t turn the ball over of­
fensively. If we turn it over 
three times we’re not going to 
force four turnovers.”
The Laker offense found 
some playmakers in week 
one, but consistency and 
growth will be key in Co­
lumbus, Ohio on Saturday.
GVSU quarterback Bart 
Williams looked sharp in his 
first career start, throwing 
for 300 yards and four touch­
downs. Williams also threw 
two interceptions, but looked 
to have a solid rapport with his 
receivers early in the season.
The biggest area for offen­
sive improvement will have to 
be in the run game if the Lak­
ers want to pick up statement 
wins the next two weeks. The 
offensive line was great in 
pass protection and didn’t al­
low a single sack against SBU, 
but tailbacks were unable to 
gain the line of scrimmage a 
number of times.
GVSU gained 128 yards 
on the ground, but 52 were 
picked up on one Martay- 
veous Carter rush. Take away 
that outlier, and Carter gained 
32 yards on nine carries, while 
senior Kirk Spencer picked up 
35 yards on 16 carries.
“If we can get our backs 
to the line of scrimmage we 
have five-yard runs, seven-
yard runs,” Mitchell said. 
“When it was bad it was 
negative runs. We didn’t re­
ally have short runs, it was 
negative or five plus.”
For the Laker offense to 
be fully effective, the run­
ning game has to be suc­
cessful enough to open up 
the passing game.
Finally, GVSU has to avoid 
taking costly penalties. The 
Lakers saw a potential third 
down stop turn into an SBU 
first down last week due to a 
late hit, among other penalties.
“It’s embarrassing really,” 
Mitchell said. “We had 12 
penalties. We talk a lot in the 
program about pre-snap and 
post-snap penalties. We had 
12 on Saturday and nine were 
before the ball was snapped 
or after the whistle was blown 
and that’s too many.”
Every year, a primary 
goal for GVSU football is 
to win a GLIAC champion­
ship. The ODU tilt will be 
the first chance for the Lak­
ers to make a big stride in 
the right direction.
The game will kick off at 
12:30 p.m. and can be found 
on the radio on ESPN 96.1 FM.
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talk to someone and empathize and 
sympathize and get them to believe they 
can go to places they’ve never seen.”
The connection Arnold is able to make with 
his student-athletes is so ubiquitous and comes 
with so much ease that it could appear staged or 
forced. Talk to him, or talk to others about him, 
and it becomes obvious that’s far from the truth.
“Damon has been my supervisor in the of­
fice since last August when I started at Grand 
Valley,” said Laura Klinger, a 
second-year graduate assistant 
academic advisor. “He’s an amaz­
ing person to work with. Those 
connections are really genuine.
He’s a really caring, authentic in­
dividual and he’s able to build a 
connection with anyone.”
Arnold estimates that he 
keeps in touch with 80 to 85 
percent of his student athletes 
over his tenure.
And that’s after he badgers 
them to study for years.
“I tell them, there’s going to 
be times where you can’t stand 
me because I’m on you and 
telling your coach when you’re not going 
to class. I don’t care. They all know I don’t 
care,” Arnold said. “I have a 12-year-old 
son and if he’s not taking care of business, 
I’m on him. So why would I not be on my 
guys if they’re not taking care of business?
“We can laugh, we can joke, we can high- 
five on the sidelines, but if they’re not taking 
care of business, I’m going to be on them.”
Arnold’s academic history and background 
in sports gives him a unique platform from
which to connect with his student athletes. His 
first published book, “It’s Not A Secret, It’s Just 
Life,” strays from the fantastical belief, ‘If you 
imagine it, it can happen.’ Arnold is a man of 
action, and preaches that to those he works 
with. Imagination without action, for Arnold, 
is like trying to rush without an offensive line - 
fruitless, and bound for disappointment.
Arnold is one of the many behind-the- 
scenes workers that have helped to make 
GVSU athletics so successful in recent years. 
The players and coaches put in work in prac­
tice and on game day, and student advisers 
don’t tend to show up in the box score.
But for most athletes, a box 
score won’t be part of their future. 
A degree, however, doesn’t disap­
pear from week to week.
“In this office we never lower 
the bar. Yeah we want them to go 
on and have their heart’s desire 
and go on the play in the NFL, but 
99 percent of our athletes won’t 
get a chance to do that,” Arnold 
said. “That’s why that degree is 
so important. I’ve watched so 
many guys who come from high 
schools where they weren’t pre­
pared to be here, but because of 
my staff and the faculty members 
that we have on campus being able to provide 
the resources that we have has helped them to 
achieve a degree.
“When they go back to their community, 
they’re saying to other young men and other 
young women, ‘If I did it, you can do it.’ So they 
see my transcripts and say, ‘Dang, you had a 
whole lot of bad grades’ But then I look at (my 
degrees) and say, ‘Go look now.’ Because my 
thing I tell them is, ‘It’s not how you start, but 
how you finish that counts.”’ .
“We can laugh, we 
can joke... but if 
they’re not taking 
care of business, 
I’m going to be on 
them.”
DAMON ARNOLD
ACADEMIC ADVISER FOR 
ATHLETICS
MARKETPLACE
FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
some restrictions apply
email class/fieds@lanthorn com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL
classifieds@lanthorn.com or call 616-331-2460
Announcements
I am a new faculty and just 
moved to Grand Rapids. I 
am looking for some help 
moving my stuff. Please call 
me for further details: 
(773)-593-1982
Housing
I am looking for a 
sub-leaser frdm August 
2015-May 2016 in a 4 
bedroom townhouse in 
48West. Rent is $474 per 
month. Please contact 
Kelsey if interested. 
smithke8@mail.gvsu.edu
Housing
Looking for 3 roommates for 
upcoming year August-July 
House is walking distance 
from downtown GVSU 
campus (2 streets), 115 
National Ave NW. 4 
bedroom, 2 bathroom house 
Cheap rent. Current 
roommates graduated and 
moved out. Email 
clareym@mail.gvsu.edu for 
more info.
Roommates
Looking for 2 female 
roommates $350 a month 
shared or $550 a month 
single, includes all utilities 
and internet. Condo on 40th 
Ave. just across Lake 
Michigan Dr. from GVSU 
entrance. Email me, Emily, 
at waypae@mail.gvsu.edu if 
interested.
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Housing
Female roommate needed 
by July/August for Fall16- 
Winter17 semester! Looking 
for houses downtown. We 
are 3 clean, nice girls. 
Contact Taylor if interested - 
schameht@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for 2015/2016 
school year subleaser in 
brand new Campus View 
cottages. Year long lease, 
$525 rent. Great 
roommates!!! 517-803-0350
Roommates
Looking to sublet one 
bedroom in Country Place 
for Fall 2015 semester. 
Three female roommates, all 
very clean. Please contact 
wardellm@mail.gvsu.edu if 
interested.
Services
Textbooks - Buy or Rent - 
Brian's Books will always 
save you CA$H, guaranteed! 
Check us out online at Bri- 
ansBooks.net.
Allendale: 616.892.4170
GR: 616.454.BOOK
Southland Auto Wash
6 Grand Rapids Locations 
Full & Part time 
positions available
apply online:
soutnlandautowash.com/apply.php
Starting pay $8.50 
+ weekly bonus
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